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Guest commentary

Community partnerships
protect It/ ichigan's water
The following guest commentary
was written by Jennifer DeMoss,
communications director of the Tip
of the l',,litt Watershed Council.

ne secret to the Water-
shed Council's success
is our fruitful commu-
nity partnerships. In
this month's column,

we're going to feature a few ofour
partners who are working to safe-
guard \fater resources for genera-
tions to come-

Mark Heydlauffis the Charlev-
oix city manager. He's part of
the Lake Charlevoix Watershed
Advisory Committee, a partner-
ship among local organizations,
conservancies, goYernmental
agencies and citizens dedicated
to protectingthe Lake Charlevoix
Watershed by reducing nonpoint
source pollution (the kind the
comes from diverse sources, not
iust a single pipe, for example).

Tom Cannon is the city admin-
istrator for Bast Jordan, and also
part ofthe Lake Charlevoix water-
shed Advisory Committee. Along
urith the Watershed Council and
numerous othel partners, they've
been working on green stormwater
infrastructure solutions for storm-
water pollution in their cities.

Here at the Watershed Council,
green stormwater infrastructure
is a pretty important topic. Green
stormwater infrastructure con-
sists oftechniques to reduce the
amount of stormwater that flows
into bodies of water by diverting it
into the ground. This can pre-
vent stormwater from carrying
pollutants into places like Lake
Charlevoix and its surrounding
trlDutartes.

"What we'reworking on is how
we can design that infrastructure
in a way thatt minimallv detri-
mental to quality oflakei, with the
goal ofkeeping Lake Charlevoix
and watershed clean and vibrant
for folks out on the water and wild-
life," said Heydlauff.

This year, Cannon and Hevdlauff
have partnered with the waier-
shed Council on proposed green
stormwater infrastructure Droiects
for ttre Lake Charlevoix waiershed.
The Watershed Council collabo-
rated with Drummond Carpenter
LLC on a series of meetings and
online survels to solicit public
feedback about green stormwater

inftastructue proiects like rain
gardens and permeable pavers.

"This project has really opened
our minds to the options," remarked
Camon. "We know we have storm-
water issues, but the variety of op-
tions is where the excitement lies."

Cannon and Heydlauffare
interested in green stormwater
infrasuucture because it has the
potential to divert stormwater while
also beautifying their cities. Heyd-
lau.ff mendoned thatwhether people
are members ofone ofthe area's
tribes, lont-standing residents, or
newcomerg people feel a strong
attraction to water and the natural
environment.

"Charleroixwouldnt be vrtat it
is without the waterways it sits o&"
said Heydlauff. "It's the key to our
whole communiry and people are
worktE to take the protection of
Lake Charlevoix more seriously,"

Aside from benefitting water qual-
ity and recreation, Cannon pointed
out that the designs are also cost ef-
fective for East Iordan, since excess
stormwater can cau6e expensive
maintenance problems.

The green stormwater infrastruc-
ture proiects are still in theL plan-
ning stages, and we will keep you
informed as the Watershed Council
pursues fund.ing to make stormwa-
ter diversion a realiry

"With proiects like these it's been
helpful to have the Watershed Coun-
cil take the lead with an experience
and professionalism that allows us
to provide public feedback to the
cities, since we're not the erwiron-
mental experts," said Cannon.

The Watershed Councfl is more
than happyto workwith our part-
ners on projects that benefit the wa-
ters that sustain our communides,
A huge thanks to all the Watershed
Advisory Committee members who
have worked hard to bring $een
stormwater infrastructure solutions
to the Iake Charlevoixwatershed.

Fundint for this planning proiect
was generously provided by the
Charlevoix County Community
Foundation; the Coastal Manage-
ment Program through the water
resources division ofthe Michigan
Department of Environment. Gleat
Iakes, and Energy; and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration.

For questions, contact Jennifer
Buchanan oITIp of the Mitt Water-
shed Council at (231) 347-tr8l.


