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The Elk River (lhain of'Lakes is an

irnportant natrrral res<xrrr:e in Nofthenr
Michigan that warrants the uturost protection
due to its ccological. recrc.ational, and

econonric value. Despite elforts to protcct
the lakes, enrerging issnes, such irs inr.asive

species rrn<l general development pressures,

threaten to imp:rir these waters urd degrirde

their ecological treisules.
\Ahat can be rkrle .ilxnlt this? A u'atelshed

rnalrirgelnent plan is a tool usetl to llrotect our
u,aters lrom nonpoint sorrrce polhrtion and

other threats. It enulrrages sountl science.

t'onrrnunication, antl partnerships; Iocuses

on enrironnrental results: ard provides a

nreans fbr cost e{I'cctive rnanagcurent. An

approved watershed nranirgcurent plan is

requircd for rvatershed groups to be cligible
to appll'lor Clean Water Act Section 319
(C\ A 319) grants tluouglt the Dt'partnrent
of Errvir-onn-rer-rt, (lreat Lirkes, an<l Energ'
(EGLE), which support nonpoint source

pollution rnitigation.

In 2017, Tip of the Mitt \r(atersherl Corurcil

began creating a u'aterslted rnanagenrent plrin
firr the Elk River (lhu.in ol l,akes rvatersherl,

which is now irr firral rerieu,rvith EGLE.
It's inrportant to cover rvlrat a u,at<:rslrc,d

is and why it needs ir nranaecrnent pliu.r.

A wrtcrshcd is au arca ol land tlnt drails
tor.vards a receiving body ofwater. The
receiring water body for the Chain of Lakes

\\htershed is er-en'lake ar-rd stream in the

entire Chain of Lakes, fi'orn Interrnetliate
River to Elk River, including the Cedar River

and llapirl ltiver.
Activities that happen u.ithin u,irtershetl

borrntlaries can resrrlt in point sorrrc'e antl

nonpoint sorrrce pollrrtit-rn. Point sorrrce

polltrtiorr has a rliscrcte source. tr4rically a

pipe fionr reculated industrial acti\itl.'or lrom
nlrnicipal wastewilter treatnrent pllruts.

Nonpoint source pollution cortres lionr ir

diffuse source and is rnobilized by rain or
snotr.nelt that mns over the Lurd. Examples

include lxrllutants froru erosirxr, agricultrrral

practices. lealo'septic s)'stelns, pet u,aste, aurl

autonrobile fluids. Nonpoint sorrrce polluti<>n

is not regrrlated. A rvtrtershe<l rnaltirgetnetrt

plan is a trxrl usetl to pnrtect and restore

a water lrrxly f)onr the ellects of ttottpoitrt

A Three Lakes Association greenbelt workshop at Lake Bellaire.
Photo courtesy of Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council

source pollrrtion.
The Chain ol l,akes pliur suurnruizes

inlrrrrnation ab<xrt the rvater resorrrces.

lantl use, iurcl u,rrtt'r rpralitl within the

u,atershetl. It also inclutles lesults ol resorrrce

inlentories that u,ere cortthrctetl on roatl

streilnt r:rossings, strearnllank erosion sites,

slrorelines. and Iirresterl ard agricrrltrrral

larrds. Tlris infbrrnation was used to identif\
thc trpcs o1'threats and tlrcir sourccs, which

helped us deterurine thc criticnl rireirs lbr
protectiou rurd priority areas for reurediatiou.

Once this background iuforrnation u,iis

collected iurd sllthesized, iurplenrentation

steps \\,ere developed in coll:rboration u.ith

the Watershed Center of Grantl Trtverse Bay

anrl our other non-profit, ]ake associatiori

anrl rnrrrticipal plrtnels. srrclt ars Three l;rkes
Assor:iation (TLA).

Tlie irnplenrentation priorities arrtl tasks

span 14 crtegories inclrulirrg roarl streanr

crossi n gs, r,r,ater qual itr,, ar rd slror<'li ne

protection. Eaclr categorl lists intlir.idual

projccts that ciur be iurplernented, estirnirtcd

costs, tiurelines. aurl partuers.

Here's an ex:rrtrple irnplenrentation step

lrom the drrrft plan, listerl as high prioritv:
I t t 4tl,c n ut t lrcst r t ru n a gt n tat y ru:tict's
(tsMPs) otr rtuxlcftttu atul tsaaerc slutrel.htc

entsiotr sites on lorgc inlund lakcs in

t:r t t r.j t t r t ct io t t to it l t p roy c ttr l ttrc t rc r o t i rr:ucl t
Moclerate anrl severe erosion sites are

irlentified in the plan. antl can be used t<r

tleterrrrine ra,here these BMPs shorrld be

installed Iirr rnaxirnurn s,ater <lrality benefits.

Tlris is a pr<rject that coukl be lirnded by

ECLE's 13I9 progranr.

Once the Elk Ril'er Clrairr of Lakes

Watershcd Managenent Plan is approvcd any

pirrtners listed in the plan (incltrding TLA)
crur apply for CWA 319 funds.

There :rre plenty of projects listed in

the plan that rvoukl not lre eligible f<rr'319

lirnds lrecause they do not reiate to rxrnpoint
source pollutiort (e.g. swirrirners itch.
invlsive species). However, our wirtershetl

nranagenrent plan is an ext'ellent trxrl lirr
seeking other firn<ls {irr any of the projet:ts

listed because it rlenronstrates to iunders that

rve lravc solid plans, reliable partncrships, and

rvell{<.veloped projects.
'[he finril plan rcill be aoailable on tlrc

\Vat e rsl rc d C o r ncil\ rcehs it e : htlt s : / /
rorotctaaterslrcdcouncil.org/ If qou lmoe

arry qua:;tiorts pl.euse cutrtct kntrut Det1,

Wltc rsl wl L Ia t ut ge n n i () oorrl inuto r. ut
h t t re n @ r ot t rsl rc I co t t n c il. o rg or
(231) 347-1181 x 1109.
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