
Officials plan owater trail'

The Bear River is seen looking southward
from a pedestrian bridge in Petoskey's
Bear River Valley Recreation Area.
RYAN BENTLEY/NEWS-REVIEW
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UsA TODAY NETWORK

PETOSKEY - An effort among various lo-
cal entities could lead to an expanded net-
work ofrecreational amenities, markers and
access points along the Bear River over the
course of several years.

The waterway runs through Petoskey,
Bear Creek Township and Melrose Town-
ship, and with participation from decision
malers in those governments, the state
could designate the course of that river as a
recogrrized "water trail" - 'h designated
route on a navigable waterway ... designed
and managed to create a posiflve outdoor
recreation experience for the user," accord-
ing to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.

Across those three govemment entities,
the designation would mean e more stan-
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"Havin8 joint Boals, stntegies and actions between
partners vnill ensure good stewardship of the river for
years to come," the plan states.

According to state resoruces, there are at least a
couple of tiers for classifying "water trails." The De-
partment of Natwal Resources designated eight offi-
cial trails in 2019. Separately, the Michigan Great
Lakes Water TYails Working croup, which is state-
funded and includes volunteers from state depart-
ments but is not, in itself, a state department, Iists
several dozen others on its website,
michiganwatertrails.org. A listing for Bear River was
added earlier this year following an application from
Bear Creek Township.

But a formal water tmil plan, with buy-in fiom all of
the jurisdictions, will ultimately be the precipitating
hc'tor in realizing the amenity. Meye6on said the plan
should be up for approval from policymakers later this
year. Some pafs of the plan, like the creation of a
Trlends ofthe Bear Rive/' group - to help oversee the
management of t}re river and the water tail - can be
implemented shortly thereafter.. After that, it may

, take a couple ofyea$ for organizers to compl€te some
of tle initial developments speciffed in the plan.

The draft version ofthe plan calls for five new "pri-
mary" access sites across the length ofthe river with-
in t}re fust few years of the process. Curenfly, it isn t
possible to proiect e)€ctly how much it will take to
eactr iurisdiction to develop their access sites, and the
cost vyilllikely vary, but the pLan asks for each govem-
ment to budget between $4,OOO and $5,OOO per slte.
Itre costs could be offset by $ants from the DNR and
t}re Grcat Lakes Coastal Management proglam, ac-
cording to the plan.

Acces8 sites would include amenities such as park-
ing areas, rcstrooms, wayfinding and educational
signs, picnic tables and boat storage.

"With almost 63% of the river bordered by public
land it is astonishing tJrat there are so few developed
access points," the plan says.

In the long terr! tlle plan should result in a more
cohesive network of recreational resources, make it
easier to provide informational and informational
material about use ofthe waterway, and seate a uni-
ffed system of rules for maintaining and using the
"hail-"


